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wireless order of the Supreme Command, the five corps
of the Army were thus to make a long march in close
formation south-eastwards, flank protection being
carried out by the II. Corps and the IV. Reserve Corps,
with the 4th Cavalry Division and the infantry brigade
expected from Brussels on the 5th September.

On the 4th September the IV., III., and IX. Corps
reached the line Rebais-Montmirail, half-way between
Le Petit and Le Grand Morin. The Cavalry Corps
arrived at La Ferte-sous-Jouarre. The II. Corps, as
right flank corps of the Army, crossed the Marne and
reached Trilport, east of Meaus.

Air reports stated that strong enemy forces were
continuing the retreat southwards from the Coulornmiers
district, and also from about Montmirail, leaving rear-
guards to cover their movement. The Second Army
reached the line Pargny-la-Dhuis-Epernay, the Third
Army reached Reims. On the evening of the 3rd
September the Second Army had reported that "the
enemy in front is hastening back, utterly disorganized,
to south of the Marne/'

^The following Army Order, which is here given
abridged, was issued from La Ferte Milon at 9.30 p.m.,
the 4th September, on the assumption that the Supreme
Command still persisted in its resolution to force the
enemy back from Paris in a south-easterly direction:

" The IX. Corps advancing through Chateau Thierry
attacked the enerny in flank on the 2nd and 3rd
September, and brought him to a standstill. To-day
this Corps drove him back on Montmirail. Strong
French columns are in retreat this evening from
Montmirail through Esternay. The Second Army is to
advance with its right flank from Pargny-la-Dhuis
by way of Montmirail. Reims has been captured.